
Highlights from the New Providence Board of Education Meeting
August 26, 2021

New Providence School District’s “Road Forward Plan and Policy” was presented and approved at the August
26, 2021 Board of Education meeting.  The District looks forward to offering full time, in-person instruction for
all students.  Below are some of the highlights discussed at the meeting.  All of this information can also be
found on the district website.

Remote instruction may only be offered under the following circumstances (Page 5):
● When the school district is required to close the schools of the district for more than three consecutive

school days due to a declared state of emergency, declared public health emergency, or a directive by
the appropriate health agency to institute a public health-related closure.

● If the school district is required to exclude a student, group of students, a class or multiple classes as a
result of possible exposure to Covid-19, while the school itself remains open for in-person instruction

Vaccination (Appendix A)

● As per Executive Order 253, all District employees must provide adequate proof of vaccination or be
tested for Covid-19 at least once per week.  The District has partnered with Advance Management
Services to provide testing services for those unvaccinated employees at no cost.

● For exposure and contact tracing purposes, the District has created an online collection system for
proof of vaccination from both students and staff. This information remains completely confidential and
is only accessible to the school nurses for contact tracing purposes.  A link to submit documentation will
be sent next week.

Mask Policy (Appendix C)

As per Executive Order 251, face coverings for staff, students and visitors are mandatory when indoors on
school premises except in the circumstances noted in the Executive Order.  Additionally, if a classroom/school
room does not have air conditioning, and the heat is above 75 degrees, masks are optional within that setting
as students are seated at their desks.

● Masks will be worn on all school transportation.

Physical Distancing (Appendix D)

While there is no requirement for physical distancing, the District strives to maintain as much distancing as
practical in all circumstances.

Lunch (Appendix F)
The school district plans to offer lunch to students each day.  Specific information regarding lunch procedures
will be sent via email from the schools the week of August 30th.

● Grades PreK-6
○ Parents may select to pick up their child for the duration of lunch/recess (40 minutes).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZRABUPR-O_n_gfjyzXfuyiqXLR-zoUXYwMqupMe9C_g/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.npsd.k12.nj.us/Domain/833
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210823b.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/20210806b.shtml


■ Requests will be applicable for a full trimester, and children must be picked up every day,
and leave the premises for lunch.  Children will not be allowed to walk home at lunch.

■ Please note that each grade has a different lunch period, and siblings in different grades
will be dismissed for lunch at different times.

○ Students who select to stay in the building for lunch will sit with their homeroom class at lunch in
assigned seats.

● Grades 7-10
○ Parents may give consent for their child to leave school grounds for the duration of lunch/recess

(period 5)
■ Requests will be applicable for a full marking period and students must leave the

premises for lunch each day.  Students may be picked up or walk.
● Grades 11-12

○ Students will have an open lunch option, consistent with our traditional open lunch program,
with the consent of their parent/guardian.

Cleaning/Disinfection and Airflow (Appendix H)
The District retains a robust cleaning and disinfection protocol similar to the 2020-2021 school year.

● Of note, if a positive Covid-19 case or symptomatic individual is identified in the building, the area(s) in
use by that individual will be closed off.  Those area(s) will remain closed for two hours, after which the
area(s) will be cleaned and disinfected.

Screening, Exclusion and Response to Symptomatic Students and Staff Members (Appendix I)
Contact Tracing (Appendix J)

● Parents/Guardians and Staff Members will fill out a one-time COVID-19 Acknowledgement and
Consent form to screen daily for symptoms of COVID-19.

● Please see the attached exclusion flowcharts to follow for both asymptomatic and symptomatic
protocols.

● Please see the attached chart for students and staff which provides more detail on educational
instruction during absences.

● Please note that vaccinated individuals do not need to be quarantined for exposure or travel, provided
they remain asymptomatic and provide proof of vaccination record to the school nurse.

● Please note that in the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition EXCLUDES students
who were within 3-6 feet of an infected student where both the infected student and the exposed
student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time.  This exception does not
apply to teachers, staff or other adults in the indoor classroom setting.

Student and Staff Member Travel (Appendix L)
● Vaccinated Student or Staff Member - No quarantine required for domestic or international travel.
● Unvaccinated Student or Staff - No quarantine required for travel within the contiguous United States.

In the event that an unvaccinated student or staff member travels beyond the contiguous United States,
they will be required to follow current travel quarantine guidelines as per the Department of Health.

*All elements subject to change pending health status and updated guidance from the NJ Department of Health

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18oBOm6k8nv7oiuJpmJVprY7FPhLK9fT5Yv_iKMENcfg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iKbfJFy8MYW_0XGtzurhnX5TIiubzpwr14G5Gq_Rmqg/edit?usp=sharing

